
	
  
By	
  carriage	
  to	
  Golica	
  
	
  
Village	
  Planina	
  pod	
  Golico	
  is	
  known	
  above	
  all	
  for	
  its	
  daffodil	
  fields,	
  but	
  increasingly	
  it	
  is	
  also	
  

becoming	
  known	
  thanks	
  to	
  the	
  29-­‐year-­‐old	
  owner	
  of	
  the	
  Smolej	
  farm,	
  known	
  locally	
  as	
  'Pri	
  

Uricu',	
  Miha	
  Smolej.	
  The	
  young	
  transferee	
  is	
  fulfilling	
  his	
  childhood	
  dreams	
  and	
  is	
  successfully	
  

running	
  the	
  20-­‐hectare	
  mixed	
  farm,	
  breeding	
  the	
  traditional	
  Haflinger	
  horses,	
  indigenous	
  Cika	
  

cattle	
  and	
  Styrian	
  hens.	
  'What	
  I	
  do	
  on	
  the	
  farm	
  is	
  the	
  result	
  of	
  will,	
  perseverance,	
  hard	
  work	
  and	
  

the	
  fact	
  that	
  I	
  don't	
  think	
  of	
  farming	
  simply	
  as	
  an	
  activity	
  that	
  makes	
  money	
  but	
  as	
  a	
  joy	
  and	
  the	
  

fulfilment	
  of	
  long-­‐standing	
  desire.'	
  

	
  

Miha	
  grew	
  up	
  in	
  the	
  middle	
  of	
  small	
  town	
  Bled,	
  but	
  he	
  spent	
  all	
  his	
  free	
  time,	
  every	
  weekend	
  and	
  

his	
  holidays	
  at	
  his	
  grandmother's	
  farm	
  in	
  Planina	
  pod	
  Golico.	
  After	
  completing	
  his	
  studies	
  at	
  the	
  

biotechnical	
  secondary	
  school	
  in	
  Kranj	
  where	
  he	
  qualified	
  for	
  a	
  food	
  technician,	
  he	
  moved	
  to	
  the	
  

farm.	
  Officially	
  he	
  took	
  it	
  over	
  four	
  years	
  ago,	
  but	
  he	
  previously	
  managed	
  the	
  farm	
  together	
  with	
  

his	
  father,	
  Rajko,	
  who	
  is	
  his	
  role	
  model.	
  Miha	
  has	
  been	
  working	
  for	
  eight	
  years	
  in	
  the	
  residential	
  

unit	
  at	
  the	
  Matevz	
  Langus	
  Centre	
  for	
  Training,	
  Work	
  and	
  Welfare	
  in	
  Radovljica,	
  where	
  he	
  works	
  

with	
  people	
  with	
  special	
  needs.	
  He	
  very	
  much	
  enjoys	
  this	
  work	
  despite	
  the	
  fact	
  it	
  requires	
  him	
  to	
  

work	
  afternoons,	
  night	
  shifts	
  and	
  weekends.	
  Besides	
  his	
  job	
  and	
  his	
  organic	
  farming,	
  he	
  is	
  studying	
  

the	
  behaviour	
  of	
  horses	
  and	
  cattle.	
  As	
  a	
  diversification	
  activity	
  on	
  the	
  farm	
  he	
  offers	
  carriage	
  rides,	
  

horse	
  riding	
  for	
  tourists	
  and	
  he	
  organizes	
  active	
  holidays	
  and	
  weekends	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  children's	
  

birthday	
  parties.	
  This	
  year	
  he	
  has	
  also	
  been	
  offering	
  hyppotherapy.	
  

	
  

Haflinger	
  horses	
  and	
  Cika	
  cattle	
  

Haflinger	
  horses	
  have	
  been	
  on	
  the	
  farm	
  since	
  1999.	
  Since	
  2010	
  they	
  have	
  reared	
  indigenous	
  Cika	
  

cattle.	
  And	
  why	
  traditional	
  Slovenian	
  Haflinger	
  horses	
  in	
  particular?	
  'Because	
  they	
  are	
  just	
  the	
  

right	
  size,	
  are	
  fool	
  of	
  energy	
  and	
  suitable	
  for	
  both	
  riding	
  and	
  harnessing.	
  They	
  can	
  be	
  very	
  fast	
  but	
  

also	
  slow:	
  it	
  all	
  depends	
  on	
  the	
  owner	
  and	
  after	
  the	
  way	
  he	
  works	
  with	
  them,'	
  expalins	
  Miha	
  about	
  

the	
  chestnut	
  coloured	
  horses	
  with	
  pale	
  manes	
  which	
  still	
  replace	
  certain	
  farm	
  machinery	
  in	
  some	
  

mountainous	
  areas.	
  At	
  present,	
  he	
  has	
  five	
  Haflinger	
  mares.	
  'I	
  have	
  been	
  working	
  with	
  horses	
  

since	
  I	
  was	
  eight.	
  At	
  thirteen,	
  I	
  bought	
  my	
  first	
  horse	
  Monta,	
  a	
  Haflinger	
  mare.	
  She	
  gave	
  birth	
  to	
  

Montana,	
  a	
  filly	
  I	
  reared	
  myself.	
  She	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  hyperactive	
  mare	
  in	
  the	
  stable,	
  she	
  can't	
  stand	
  her	
  

fellow	
  horses,	
  but	
  she	
  loves	
  people,'	
  says	
  the	
  young	
  owner,	
  explaining	
  her	
  special	
  character.	
  

During	
  the	
  winter	
  time,	
  the	
  renovated	
  stables	
  built	
  in	
  1839	
  in	
  typical	
  Carnolian	
  style	
  (29	
  metres	
  



long	
  and	
  15	
  metres	
  wide)	
  also	
  accommodate	
  six	
  heads	
  of	
  indigenous	
  Cika	
  cattle.	
  'When	
  my	
  father	
  

was	
  running	
  the	
  farm,	
  he	
  kept	
  Simmental	
  cows	
  in	
  the	
  barn,	
  but	
  even	
  back	
  then	
  I	
  liked	
  Cika	
  breed	
  

as	
  it	
  is	
  the	
  most	
  suitable	
  cattle	
  breed	
  for	
  our	
  hills.	
  At	
  the	
  same	
  time,	
  keeping	
  these	
  animals	
  helps	
  

preserving	
  the	
  breed	
  which	
  is	
  endangered	
  due	
  to	
  very	
  low	
  number	
  of	
  the	
  original	
  Cika	
  type	
  cows',	
  

said	
  Miha	
  and	
  added	
  that	
  horses,	
  other	
  than	
  those	
  actively	
  working,	
  and	
  cattle	
  are	
  grazing	
  from	
  

the	
  end	
  of	
  April	
  until	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  winter.	
  Cows	
  spend	
  one	
  month	
  on	
  mounting	
  pastures	
  of	
  

Belska	
  planina	
  where	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  special	
  grazing	
  plot	
  for	
  indigenous	
  breeds.	
  

	
  

Simple	
  experience	
  of	
  the	
  farm	
  life	
  

'Two	
  years	
  ago,	
  I	
  bought	
  a	
  so-­‐called	
  Marathon	
  carriage	
  that	
  I	
  had	
  wanted	
  for	
  a	
  long	
  time.	
  Then	
  it	
  

occurred	
  to	
  me	
  I	
  could	
  start	
  a	
  supplementary	
  activity	
  on	
  the	
  farm	
  offering	
  carriage	
  rides	
  and	
  horse	
  

riding.	
  Our	
  village	
  is	
  not	
  really	
  touristic.	
  The	
  exception	
  is	
  month	
  of	
  May	
  when	
  the	
  daffodils	
  are	
  in	
  

flower	
  and	
  many	
  tourists	
  visit	
  us.	
  During	
  the	
  remaining	
  eleven	
  months	
  a	
  real	
  calmness	
  reigns.	
  I	
  

therefore	
  decided	
  to	
  experiment	
  with	
  activity	
  holidays	
  on	
  the	
  farm.	
  Together	
  with	
  friends	
  I	
  

advertised	
  the	
  available	
  dates	
  for	
  one-­‐week	
  holidays,	
  but	
  so	
  many	
  children	
  registered	
  that	
  we	
  

immediately	
  had	
  to	
  organise	
  two	
  consecutive	
  weeks	
  of	
  active	
  holidays,'	
  he	
  explains	
  the	
  successful	
  

start	
  of	
  the	
  new	
  activities	
  development	
  and	
  adds	
  that	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  high	
  level	
  of	
  interest	
  he	
  is	
  also	
  

providing	
  activity	
  weekends	
  on	
  the	
  farm,	
  which	
  are	
  kind	
  of	
  short	
  holidays.	
  

'I	
  teach	
  the	
  children	
  about	
  the	
  generosity	
  of	
  the	
  animals	
  and	
  about	
  how	
  an	
  animal	
  can	
  help	
  them	
  if	
  

they	
  find	
  themselves	
  in	
  need.	
  I	
  also	
  explain	
  them	
  about	
  horse	
  feeding,	
  care	
  and	
  exercise.	
  I	
  also	
  

enjoy	
  presenting	
  to	
  them	
  Slovene	
  indigenous	
  breeds.	
  As	
  I	
  have	
  an	
  indoor	
  riding	
  arena	
  we	
  don’t	
  

mind	
  the	
  weather	
  and	
  free	
  time	
  on	
  our	
  farm	
  is	
  always	
  spent	
  actively.'	
  

Successful	
  and	
  rapidly	
  growing	
  diversification	
  activity	
  on	
  the	
  farm	
  is	
  so	
  far	
  Miha’s’	
  free-­‐time	
  

activity	
  that	
  covers	
  the	
  running	
  costs	
  of	
  the	
  farm.	
  'For	
  the	
  time	
  being,	
  I	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  combine	
  

this	
  diversification	
  activity	
  on	
  the	
  farm	
  with	
  my	
  regular	
  job.	
  At	
  least	
  until	
  our	
  farm	
  becomes	
  well	
  

recognized	
  so	
  we	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  implement	
  daily	
  activities	
  with	
  kindergartens,	
  schools	
  and	
  other	
  

institutions.'	
  Of	
  course	
  in	
  the	
  long	
  term	
  Miha	
  wants	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  full-­‐time	
  farmer	
  and	
  to	
  run	
  the	
  tourist	
  

activities	
  on	
  the	
  farm.	
  Anyhow	
  he	
  will	
  remain	
  true	
  to	
  himself	
  and	
  will	
  offer	
  children	
  the	
  real	
  farm	
  

life	
  simplicity	
  and	
  experience.	
  And	
  this	
  goes	
  for	
  all	
  children	
  including	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  socially	
  

deprived	
  –	
  for	
  a	
  price	
  that	
  is	
  affordable	
  to	
  all.	
  And	
  with	
  charity	
  because	
  every	
  child	
  has	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  

learn	
  about	
  animals	
  and	
  life	
  on	
  a	
  farm.	
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